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You missed out if you didn't attend The December 

Meeting at the Artistry Workshops in Green-

ville.  Ryan and Amy Calloway have always done an 

outstanding job when they and their  crew of merry 

smiths demonstrate.   

This Year was no exception.  The meeting wasn't 

done in our traditional manner with a dedicated de-

monstrator. but was more of a watch and learn as the 

group, headed by Ryan, worked on building a Me-

morial gate.  This Gate is being built in honor of 

Ryan's mentor and Charter Member of our Guild—

Howard McCall. It was nice to see his son  George 

McCall, also a Charter Member, attend the meeting 

to see some of the build process.  

The gate is planned to be  displayed in several dif-

ferent locations once completed. It's great to see 

smiths give back and honor those that have in-turn 

given so much of themselves and I believe this a 

core value in our community.  

The meeting was preceded by a Friday afternoon 

hammer-in, where the workers forged into the after-

noon. Two bands played on Saturday after the meet-

ing to entertain everyone!  

Ryan, ever the most generous host, provided Camp-

ing and Crash space for the out of towners on both 

Friday and Saturday, as well. Food was amazing as 

Amy Calloway cooked us a roast and Brisket as well 

as sides, it tasted amazing. There were deserts of all 

kinds and we all enjoyed it!   

Other artists were there as well, Including knife 

maker Tim Chorbadjin, who showed us some of his 

really intricate patterned damascus. We were also 

given a lecture by Carrey Morton on his art, sculp-

tures and process.  

Our members who donated to the Iron in the Hat 

outdid themselves! It was impressive on the amount 

of forged items and quality donations.  We raised in 

nearly 800 dollars! A very Generous amount donat-

ed by the members to fund the guild!  We had about 

60 members attending with drop-ins from non mem-

bers as well. Always nice to see new faces.  

In other news, one of the founders of the S.C. Knife-

makers Guild stopped in, Ben Secrist. They are a 

new group with an 

overlap of our own in-

terests. We had a good 

discussion on how hard it is to organize and develop 

a group as well as keep building up membership. I 

haven't attended one of their meetings due to con-

flicts in my schedule, but look them up if you have 

interest and time!  They are active on Facebook. 

Josh Weston, has been one the guild officers for sev-

eral years. He has decided to step down and make 

room for some fresh blood on our board. I'd like 

wish him all the best and thanks from all of us for 

giving his time and talents to us these past years!  

With that being said, the next Meeting signals elec-

tion time. If you feel the call to throw your hat in the 

ring and become an officer of the guild, please let us 

know by emailing me or any of the other current 

board members so we can plan ahead. Some of us, 

including myself have stayed over our prospective 

terms due to an absence of members wanting to take 

a position or the responsibility.  If you feel you can 

make most of the meetings and can participate in 

leadership duties please, don't be shy! We would 

appreciate the help! 

Keep Hammering!  Jody 
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Item Donated By Won By 

Fire Rake Jody Durham Rame Campbell 

Bottle Opener Jason H. Anderson Patrich Newton 

Key Rack Tony Etheridge Bessie Fowler 

Dragon Hook Barry Myers Jody Durham 

$100 Sheath w/

Knife 

Cary Epps Ben Gamble 

Mosaic Fixed Blade 

Knife, well etched 

Timothy Chortibjan Ryan Harris 

Leaf Springs JD Norris Ryan Herron 

Candy canes Duke Baxter Barry Myers 

  Cary Epps 

  Jerry Fowler 

  Rame Campbell 

Banana Holder Duke Baxter Ray Pearre 

Drink Handle David Chamber Rob Zokan 

  Rob Zokan 

Damascus Knife Jerry Fowler William Caughman 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Item Donated By Won By 

Bells and Hanger Roger Marcengil Pam Bush 

Hummingbird 

and Dragonfly 

Gail Marcengill Bessie Fowler 

Honey Jeff Hatfield Ben Seacrist 

  Weston Haviland 

Ear Warmer Tammy Hatfield Kelly Riedesel 

Shaft Rob Zokan Duke Baxter 

Misc Metal Rich McGuire Patrich Newton 

Cornbread Mold Rich McGuire Ray Pearre 

Maul Head Rich McGuire Weston Haviland 

Steak Turner John Tanner William Caugh-

man 

Coal Shovel David Bush Weston Haviland 

Fish Hook Ryan Calloway William Caugh-

man 

  Patrich Newton 

  Pam Etheridge 

You earned the Guild $792 for 

the Education Fund through 

your donations!  Thank you! 

Iron in the Hat 
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I have grandchildren.  I like to make things that will 
last for them.  Hooks are popular with them and are 
useful for kids.  Two of them are girls.  When I asked 
what kind of hooks they needed to go with the other 
animal head hooks I have made, one of them said, ―A 
Unicorn!‖ 

That had me scratching my head as I can look in a 
myriad of books for horse, mule, most any animal you 
can think of – but no unicorns.  I didn’t know how to 
get the mass of the horn into the forehead of a horse 
as I can no longer weld after having a pacemaker in-
stalled a couple of years ago.  Go ahead, I can take it 
– could you weld before?  Okay, got that out of your 
system? 

I thought about it and came up with a rather simple 
solution that seems to have worked well.  My young-
est granddaughter was elated and took hers home yes-
terday. Here it is: 

Make your favorite horse head.  Mine is just a simple 
horse head on a half inch square bar.  Although I show 
the horse with ears in the pic, I found that I should wait 
until the horn is installed prior to cutting in the ears. It 
allows more access to the horn when grinding. 

Next, drill a #7 
blind hole into 
the center of the 
horse’s forehead 
as deep as you 
can go.  I used 
this size drill as I 
used a ¼‖ bolt 
for the horn.  

Thread the hole 
with a ¼-20 tap 
and install the 
bolt.   

To form the horn, 
(1)I have re-
moved the bolt, 
cut it to a length 
and forged the horn, preserving the threads and return-

ing it to the hole or (2) 
cut it to length after 
removing the bolt and 
grinding the horn to 
shape, or (3) leave it 
installed and grind it to 
shape with the bolt/
horn installed.  I found 
that #2 seemed to pro-
duce the best result.  I 
think on the next one, I 
will remove the bolt 
and put it in my porta-
ble drill and grind on 
the belt grinder to get a 
more uniform horn. 

Forging a Unicorn                     by Barry Myers 
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Making the lilies  for the Howard McCall Memorial Gate 

Obadiah Kuebler, Jason H. Anderson, and Owen      

Riedesel forge the lilies for the Gate at the                  

December meeting 
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Howard McCall Memorial Gate (Con’t) 

Ryan Calloway and Eric Valleca working on one of the side members for the gate. 

Ryan checking the member on the gate drawing 

Timothy Chorbadjian making a fish motif hook, all 

safety equipment in use 

 

Ryan and Amy’s Artistry Studio is perhaps our most eclectic studio.  True artists and great hosts! 
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Reprinted from the The Upsetter, the Newsletter 

of the Michigan Artist Blacksmith Association  
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Sharing The Craft                                                                

by Jim Carothers 

As noted in the Guild Newsletters, Griz Hockwalt is the demo 

smith at the Bart Garrison Agricultural Museum of South Caroli-

na near Pendleton on the first Saturday of the month. 

Griz had with him a young apprentice, John Lesley, who made 

( I think ) his first forge weld on a practice piece of ½‖ square 

bar. Right after that practice weld, Griz started him into making 

a nice fire poker that included a faggot welded point and spur, a 

drawn out and rolled ring for a hanger at the top, and a grooved 

and twisted section below the ring for a handle. Well done John; 

nice work. 

Also helping Griz in the shop today was Guild member Robert 

Campbell. I just watched and learned. 
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On November 16th, 2021, 

Guild member, Adam He-

via, earned his Eagle 

Scout Rank. Adam’s Ea-

gle project was to make 30 

Colonial Flint and Steel 

Striker Kits for Musgrove 

Mills State Historic Site in 

Clinton, SC. Adam orga-

nized a group of five 

Blacksmiths from Philip 

Simmons Guild to hand 

forge the steel strikers appropriate for the Colonial 

Period. The next workday, Adam led Boy Scouts 

from his Troop 870 in Chapin to prepare the kits. 

The kits included a tin box with the steel striker, 

jute cord for tinder, flint stone and char cloth. 

The idea for this project was discovered on a recent 

Boy Scout Troop camping trip to Musgrove Mills. 

As part of the Park’s history program, the Ranger 

demonstrated how people during the Revolutionary 

War Period would have started a fire. After the 

Ranger’s demonstration, the Scouts were able to try 

starting a fire with one of the few flint and steel 

striker kits the park had. With a large group of 

Scouts this took some time and patience. The Park 

Ranger knew Adam from past Living History Days 

at the Park in which Adam assisted his grandfather, 

Heyward Haltiwanger, with Blacksmith Demon-

strating. The Ranger mentioned to Adam that their 

Park could use more striker kits for their education 

department. More kits would allow everyone a 

chance to use the striker kit. This is most beneficial 

for larger 

groups visit-

ing the park 

for school 

field trips or 

history days. 

Sincerest 

thanks goes 

to Guild 

members, 

Bob Kalten-

bach, David 

Bush, Jamie 

Herndon, 

Paul Gazda 

and Heyward 

Haltiwanger for volunteering their time and skills 

towards Adam’s Eagle Scout Project. Adam’s Fam-

ily and Troop are planning his Eagle Court of Hon-

or in the upcoming months to celebrate his achieve-

ments. 

Reported by Melissa Hevia, Adam’s Mom! 
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For Sale 

Fire Bricks – Brand New, Industrial Grade.  $1 ea.  Ed Sylvester 803.414.2487 

Anvils for power hammer build (2) Ea 285#, 6”square x 36”tall.  $175 ea pick up at JC Campbell Folk School.  

Mike Lamarre 706-374-2983 

Todd Elder is offering Beginning Blacksmithing and Knifemaking Classes.  Contact him at (864-978-7232) 

Guild Coal (in Sumter):  3 buckets, $30; 6 buckets or 30 gal barrel—$45.00; 11 buckets - 55 gal barrel - $ 60.00; 

15 buckets - 1/4 ton - $70.00; 30 buckets - 1/2 ton - $140.00; 60 buckets - 1 ton - $280.00.  Contact Walt Beard 

803-464-8483 in Sumter. 

Jody’s forktruck tines and Clay Spenser’s Hammer Plans and Beverly Shear services are still available, but 

I ran out of room.  Barry 

Upcoming events: 

Griz Hockwalt is demonstrating at the Bart Garrison Agricultural Museum of South Carolina for spe-
cial events and tours. The museum is located off of highway 76 in Pendleton S.C, across from Tri-County 
Tech from 10 to 3.  Griz demonstrates the first Saturday of each month. 

2022 Meeting Schedule: February Meeting: 2/12/22 at the L.W. Paul Living History 

Farm in Conway, SC.  Walter Hill (843-344-3969) is the host. 

July—We will be having a Class instructed by Ellen Durkan in July, class size is going to be 

about 10 people. We will send more information about costs and logistics after the New Year. 

Look in your emails for how to register and attend once we send it out.  If you don’t have 

email, contact Jason Jaco now and he will keep you up to date. 

On-Line Cope Cutting Templates For Pipe or Tubing 

By Jim Carothers 

Lately I have had to saddle ( cope ) cut a few pieces of tubing for a fence project.  This site will 

make templates that you can down load and print off.  They saved me a lot of time in making 

those saddle cuts. 

http://metalgeek.com/static/cope.pcgi 

The intersection angle does not have to be 90^ and the intersection can also be offset from the 

centerline. 

I usually add about .05 to .07‖ the OD of the pipe to be cut to allow for the thickness of the wrap-

around template. 

tel:803-316-3707
http://metalgeek.com/static/cope.pcgi
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President: Jody Durham 

207 Ridgewood St, Easley, SC 29642 

864 985 3919/ironsmith@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: Todd Elder 

505 Old Orangeburg Rd., Lexington, SC 29073 

864-978-7232/elderusc13@gmail.com  

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Ray Pearre 

4605 Durant Ave., 

N. Charleston, SC29405 

843-860-0532/pearrecr@gmail.com 

 

Librarians: Tony and Pam Etheridge 

420 Prestige Ct, Orangeburg, SC 29115 

803-682-5529 

auntpam1957@gmail.com 

  

Newsletter Editor: Barry Myers 

1847 Pisgah Rd, N. Augusta, SC29841 

803-640-5504/ blmyers647@gmail.com 

Board Members 

Duke Baxter 

1104 Eagle Dr. 

Rock Hill, SC, 29732. 

803 370 1455/dukeb@comporium.net  

Jason Jaco 

TexasStreetWorks 

931 1/2 Texas Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

803-799-1865/texasstreetworks@gmail.com 

Josh Weston 

734-709-9677/josh.a.weston@gmail.com 

Bob Stukes 

3125 Old Hwy 52, Moncks Corner, SC 29461 

843-708-3500/restukes@yahoo.com 

 

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild 
http://philipsimmonsartistblacksmithguild.com/ 

Membership Application 

___ New Member___ Renewal 

Name:  ______________________________________Address: __________________________ 

 

City: __________________ State: _____ Zip:  _________Phone: _____________  

 

email: __________________________________ Sponsor_______________________________ 

Dues are $15.00 per person/family, per year.  Make checks out to PSABG  Please remit to:  

 C. Ray Pearre, Jr., 4605 Durant Ave., North Charleston, SC 29405 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND ASSMPUMPTION OF RISK 

I acknowledge that blacksmithing and related activities are inherently dangerous and involve risks and dangers to participants and spectators that may 

result in serious injury or death.  I have considered these risks and I knowingly assume them.  I agree that I am responsible for my own safety during 

Guild events, including wearing appropriate clothing and protective gear and remaining a safe distance from all dangerous activities.  I agree to hold 

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild and guest demonstrators of our craft harmless from liability and expenses arising from of my actions and/or 

omissions.  

When was the last time you paid dues? 

There is a note below your address on the last page of our newsletters.  It will say something like… 

“"Dues Last Paid 2020, Dues for 2021 are Due, or Dues Paid for 2021" 

This note is updated for each newsletter.  We appreciate your prompt payments. 

tel:%28864%29%20978-7232
tel:843-860-0532
mailto:pearrecr@att.net
mailto:blmyers647@gmail.com
tel:803%20370%201455
mailto:texasstreetworks@gmail.com
mailto:restukes@yahoo.com
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COME  to the L. C. Paul Living History Farm 

February Meeting, 2/12 

.2279 Harris Short Cut Rd, Conway, SC 29526  

(843) 365-3596  

10 AM, backslapping and glad handing will start 

somewhat earlier 

Bring a side, dessert, or drinks and something I 

might want for the iron-in-the-hat 

Walter Hill will be doing the demo, but he hasn’t yet decide what he is 

going to demonstrate to educate and dazzle you.  But, I assure that he 

will, and you will be dazzled...Prepare to be dazzled! 


