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A little over $12.00 covers the cost of printing and mailing your 6
Newsletters. Dues paid by New Members joining before 1 Aug is
applied to the current year. Joining after 1 Aug, Dues will be applied to the next calendar year. We do not mail out reminders. We
do include in each Newsletter a note after your name in the address pane on the last page telling you the status of your Dues
payment. What happens if you do not pay your dues? On Dec 31
each year those members that have not paid dues for that year are
dropped from the Master Membership Directory and you will not
receive a January/February Newsletter. If you wish to be Reinstated after 1 Jan, a reinstatement fee of $15.00 (to cover the
previous year) and Current Year Dues of $15.00 should be sent to
or paid in person to me. If you are unable to continue Guild membership or decide blacksmithing is not for you, let me know. This
will save the Guild a little money by not sending you 5 newsletters
before you are dropped from membership. Thanks for your support.
Our current membership is at 189 with the following New Members added since our last newsletter; Alvin Cathcart, William
Clifford, Britt Hilburn, Obadiah Kuebler, Jake Largin, John Medlin, and Austin Spence. Please make them welcome.
We still need volunteers for Green Coal instructors at the Madison
Hi folks, Since Jody Durham (Incoming President) and Jesse Bar- Southern Blacksmith Association Conference. The dates are May
field (Outgoing President) were not at the Meeting, I am going to 16-18. Gerald Alsbrook is making a toolbox for our contribution
to IITH. Now we need YOU to help us fill it with tools. We have a
fill in. Jody, you will have the honor next time as you settle in to
your new job. As usual we had a great meeting at LW Paul Farm. good start with the donation of a fine crosspeen hammer by Mike
Tucker. Ryan Callaway is taking on design and fabrication the
Bob Hill, Walter Hill and the Museum Staff are super hosts…
Guild’s portion of the Madison Project, a 2ft by 2ft grille. See the
THANKS! The chicken bog is always a treat and thanks to all
sketch herein . He is having three Hammer-ins at his shop in
those who brought sides and deserts, etc.
Greenville on 3/23, 4/6, and 4/23. If you want to contribute let us
Walter did a fine demo, making a forge welded colonial belt buck- know.
le and a “squirrel cooker”. There were a lot of very good items on
the IITH table. We collected $914.00…Thanks to all who brought C. Ray Pearre, Jr, Secretary/Treasurer
items. Fire up your forge and bring a forged item to the April
Meeting.
Jesse, you have served the Guild very well over the last 5 years.
Under your leadership, we went through Madison 2017, our year
to be the lead Guild, without a hitch and had a very good conference. We cannot thank you enough for your personal efforts on the
Philip Simmons Gate. Jody has some big shoes to fill, thanks for
stepping up.
Since I have the opportunity here, lets talk a minute about DUES.
For recent new members, especially, and all members here are the
facts about DUES.
Annual Dues are $15.00 per year. They are payable in January/
February each year for the current calendar year. We take checks
and cash; make your check out to PSABG.
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IRON IN THE HAT
Item
Horseshoer's Rasps

Magnet Chip Pickup
Flint Stricker
Rat Tail Hinges
Punch Hammer
Threaded Standoff

Great leather shears
Pins
Touch Stool
Sterling Jewelry
Cable Damascus Knife
Jimmy Suggs grill
Copper cup
Poker
Poker
Flame out
Cross Necklace Earings
Skewers
Skewers
Tape Measure
Cleaver
Silverware

Donated By
Mackie Bryant

Won By

Robert Hill, V
Garrett Still
Joe Marsh
Britt Hilburn
Ray Pearre
Joe Marsh
Bob Hill
Keith Gunter
Barry Myers
Layne Law
Joe Marsh
Layne Law
Joe Marsh
LaDonna Burgess
Billy Joe Burgess
Keith Gunter
Joe Marsh
Barry Myers
Robert Hill, V
Joe Marsh
Lane Nordine
John Mixon
Layne Law
ML Tanner
Jamie Herndon
Bruce Hester
Meck Hartfield
Pat Walters
Anne Suggs
John Tanner
Anne Suggs
Niki Walker
Anne Suggs
Clyde Umphlet
Anne Suggs
Clyde Umphlet
Anne Suggs
Joe Marsh
Keith Gunter
Jamie Herndon
Lane Nordine
Clyde Umphlet
Lane Nordine
Clark Ard
Billy Joe Burgess Keith Gunter
Mike Tucker
Keith Gunter
Pat Walters
William Clifford

Item

Donated By

Won By

Pen Holder
Helium Cylinder
Copper Turquoise Earrings
Fire Poker
Fire Rake
Hot Cut Chisel
Draw Knife
Lawnmover blades

Adrienne Butler
Joe Marsh
Tony Etheridge
William Clifford
David Bush
David Bush
Tracy Hartfield
Meyer and Marks

Cowboy
Iron Spike Nails
Trivets and wooden spoon
Cinch Bag
Threaded Long Bolts
Spoke Shave
Air Tank
Soldering Iron
Camo Pouches
Coat Hook
Bee's Wax
Chain
Steak Turner
Leaf
Hook
History of the Rifle
Belt buckle Demo Piece
Squirrel Cooker

Charles Meyer
Bruce Hester
Bruce Hester
Kevin Cook
Kevin Cook
Will Rombilus
Al Jenkins
Al Jenkins
Al Jenkins
Garret Still
Garret Still
Jason Jaco
Gerald Alsbrook
Jason Jaco
John Tanner
Alice Jenkins
Walter Hill
Walter Hill

Raydon Brown
Kevin Cook
Niki Walker
Barry Myers
Larry Woodland
Adirenne Butler
Niki Walker
LaDonna Burgess
LaDonna Burgess
LaDonna Burgess
ML Tanner
Clint Snider
Barry Myers
LaDonna Burgess
Keith Gunter
Ed Berry
Charlie Meyer
Pam Etheridge
Stanley Parker
Keith Gunter
Keith Gunter
Joe Marsh
Garrett Still
ML Tanner
Clint Snider
Keith Gunter
Anne Suggs
Charlie Meyer

Not seeing the Content you want? Submit requests
for the kind of info and articles you are interested in,
or better yet, submit an article yourself!

This hawk sculpture is by
Australian Tony Austin

Dragon Iron Forge of the
Kootenay Blacksmiths
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For Sale:
Fire Bricks – Brand New, Industrial Grade. $1 ea. Ed Sylvester 803.414.2487
Tire Hammer plans by Clay Spencer. Send Paypal for $30US to clay@tirehammer.com. Or check/money to 73 Penniston
Pvt. Dr.,Somerville, AL 35670. I can mail a copy or email PDFS.
Beverly shear blades sharpened. Remove blades, mail in small Flat Rate box, include check/money order for $50, includes
return postage. clay@otelco.net, 256-558-3658 .
Forklift tine sections for striking anvils, $30. Jody Durham, 864-985-3919 ironsmith@gmail.com
Sewell Pea Coal, washed, $11 per 5 gallon bucket. Will also sell in bulk at lower prices. Derice Hochstetler,
Aiken, 803-508-1326
50# Little Giant $3000 or trade for hydraulic press. Joe Marsh 843-229-5775
Todd Elder is offering Beginning Blacksmithing and Knifemaking Classes. Contact him at (864-978-7232)
Guild Coal: 3 buckets, $30; 6 buckets or 30 gal barrel—$45.00; 11 buckets - 55 gal barrel - $ 60.00; 15 buckets - 1/4 ton $70.00; 30 buckets - 1/2 ton - $140.00; 60 buckets - 1 ton - $280.00. Contact Mike Tucker 803-316-3707

Upcoming events:
2nd Saturdays Blacksmith demonstrations at Roper Mountain Science Center, Greenville, SC, Anthony Palacino. contact.864-386-5546
3rd Saturdays Blacksmith demonstrations at Hagood Mill, Pickens, SC. Often, our own Griz Hockwalt.
March 30. Hammer In at North Augusta Living History Park. Contact Bob Kaltenbach 706-799-4703 Project and details to follow by email.
Fall TBD. Beginners’ Class at Magnolia Gardens. Contact Ray Pearre 843-860-0532 Details to follow by email
2019 Meeting Schedule: June 8—Marcengil’s,
August—Camden
October—Lexington County Museum
5
December 7—Ryan Calloway’s in Greenville....It may live in infamy...
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Tool Head and Handle Setting Technique By Tim Peel-Wickstrom of Iron and Thyme
Here is an interesting method for setting hammer heads onto handles Tim learned from Dave Friesen.
Drift a rectangular hole in the tool. Chamfer about 1-2 mm around the top and bottom of the hole. When cutting the handle to
fit the hole, make it slightly thicker than the hole:

Compress the portion of the handle that fits into the hole by hammering it and then drive it through with a bit of the handle
sticking out of the top of the tool head. Then either place the entire tool head with handle installed in water to swell the wood,
or apply coats of tung oil to the top portion of the handle. This swells the wood fibres, ensuring a tight fit that won't allow the
head to fly off the handle.
Another key, it seems, to prolonged use of large tools like the mukozuchi is a
light handle. Many modern manufactured tools make overly heavy handles to
prevent breakage from misuse. This adds unnecessary weight if the user knows
what he's doing.
Then either place the entire tool head with handle installed in water to swell the
wood, or apply coats of tung oil to the top portion of the handle. This swells the
wood fibres, ensuring a tight fit that won't allow the head to fly off the handle.

Another key, it seems, to prolonged use of large tools like the
mukozuchi is a light handle. Many modern manufactured tools
make overly heavy handles to prevent breakage from misuse. This
adds unnecessary weight if the user knows what he's doing.
This Youtube video demonstrates the striker technique that I practiced and used in the shop.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsa-cwVr30I

Close up shot of the mukozuchi sledge hammers. Photo
credits: Dave J Friesen

Reprinted from The Newsletter of the Kootenay Blacksmiths
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Isaac Granger A Virginia Blacksmith
Isaac Granger was born at Monticello in 1775, the third son of
“Great” George Granger and Ursula “Queen” Granger. Ursula
Granger was from Goochland County; Thomas Jefferson purchased her in 1773 because she was a favorite of his wife, Martha.
In his youth, Isaac was tasked with light chores, including lighting
cooking fires, hauling wood and opening gates.
When Jefferson was elected Governor of Virginia, the Grangers
were among the staff -enslaved and free - that he took with him,
first to Williamsburg and later, Richmond when the capitol was
moved. They were there in Richmond when British forces under
Benedict Arnold invaded. Isaac remembers,
“As soon as the British formed a line three cannon was wheeled
round all at once & fired three rounds. Till they fired the Richmond people thought they was a company come from Petersburg
to join them: some of em even hurraed when they see them coming: but that moment they fired every body knew it was the British. One of the cannon-balls knocked off the top of a butcher's
house: he was named Daly not far from the Governor's house. The
butcher's wife screamed out & hollerd & her children too & all. In
ten minutes not a white man was to be seen in Richmond: they ran as hard as they could stave to the camp at Bacon
Quarter Branch. There was a monstrous hollering & screaming of women & children. Isaac was out in the yard: his
mother ran out & cotch him up by the hand & carried him into the kitchen hollering. Mary Hemings, she jerked up her
daughter the same way. Isaac run out again in a minute & his mother too: she was so skeered, she didn't know whether
to stay indoors or out. The British was dressed in red. Isaac saw them marching. The horsemen (Simcoe's cavalry) was
with them: they come arter [after] the artillery-men. They formed in line & marched up to the Palace with drums beating: it was an awful sight: seemed like the day of judgment was come. “ Life of Isaac Jefferson, pp 6-7
The Grangers were taken prisoner by the British, along with many others, and were transported to the enslaved internment camp near Yorktown. They would remain there until the end of the Revolution. “And so the British carred them
all down to Little York (Yorktown.) They marched straight through town & camped jist below back of the battle-field.
Mr Jefferson's people there was Jupiter, Sukey the cook, Usley (Isaac's mother) George (Isaac's father) Mary the
seamstress & children Molly, Daniel, Joe, Worm-ley, & Isaac. The British treated them mighty well, give em plenty
of fresh meat & wheat bread. It was very sickly at York: great many colored people died there, but none of Mr Jefferson's folks.” Life of Isaac Jefferson, p 9
When Jefferson became President, he took Isaac with him, apprenticing him to a Mr. Bringhouse, a Philadelphia tinsmith. Isaac would learn to make pepper boxes, graters, cups and to tin copper cooking vessels and sheets of iron. He
learned quickly, and satisfied with his progress, the President sent him back to Monticello to set up a tinsmithing operation. Unfortunately, like so many of the industries at Monticello, it failed.
From there, Isaac would move on to blacksmithing and, eventually, the nailery at Monticello.
“Little George” Granger, Isaac’s older brother, trained him as a blacksmith. He excelled in the nailery, and was among
Monticello’s most efficient nailers. He would also work extra hours in the forge, producing items for pay, such as the
chain traces he made for Jefferson in 1796, for which he was paid threepence a pair.
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Isaac left Monticello when Jefferson’s daughter, Maria, married John Wayles Eppes (October 1797.) Jefferson gave Isaac,
his wife and children to the newlyweds as part of the marriage settlement. Shortly after, Isaac and his family went to
Thomas Mann Randolph (Maria’s brother-in-law.) Whether Randolph bought the family, or hired them, isn’t clear. We do
know though that the transaction took place because Randolph needed a smith. Isaac would stay with the Randolphs for
the remainder of his time in bondage, possibly returning to Monticello with them when the Randolphs moved in to help
President Jefferson in his retirement.
We don’t know how Isaac gained his freedom, but he did. He left Albemarle in the early 1820s, continuing to ply the
blacksmith’s trade in central Virginia. By 1847, when his memoirs were taken down by Rev. Charles Campbell, he was
still working the anvil as a free man of color in Petersburg, VA in his shop “...not far from the Pocahontas
bridge.” (Pocahontas Island was a village along the Appomattox River.) It was the Rev. Campbell who “gave” him the
surname of Jefferson—there’s no evidence that Isaac Granger ever used the Jefferson name himself.
Isaac Granger, a Virginia blacksmith, died about 1850 in Petersburg.
Resources:
• Monticello.org
• “Life of Isaac Jefferson,” Rev. Charles Campbell, 1847. Digitized copy, encyclopediavirginia.org
• “Old Plats of Pocahontas,” Library of Virginia, virginiamemory.com
Reprinted from Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild
Turner Hammett
An update on Turner Hammett from his Dad: Turner is doing great . Thanks for asking and for all the thoughts and
prayers. His checkups continue to show good results. May 25 will be 1 year since the transplant. He's currently
working part time at Lowes and is hoping to return to the American College of the Building Arts next Spring to
pick up where he left off.

Reprinted from the Prairie Blacksmiths Association (coal works also!)
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Reprinted from the UMBA Journal, newsletter of the Upper Michigan Blacksmiths Association

Reprinted from the Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Association

10

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild

March April 2019

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild
http://philipsimmonsartistblacksmithguild.com/
President: Jody Durham
207 Ridgewood St, Easley, SC 29642
864 985 3919
ironsmith@gmail.com
Vice President: Currently vacant
Secretary/Treasurer: Ray Pearre
4605 Durant Ave.,
N. Charleston, SC29405
843-860-0532/pearrecr@gmail.com
Librarians: Tony and Pam Etheridge
420 Prestige Ct, Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-682-5529
auntpam1957@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Barry Myers
1847 Pisgah Rd, N. Augusta, SC29841
803-640-5504/ blmyers647@gmail.com

Board Members
Todd Elder
708 Vista Farm Court, Lexington, SC 29073
864-978-7232/elderusc13@gmail.com
Duke Baxter
1104 Eagle Dr.
Rock Hill, SC, 29732.
803 370 1455/dukeb@comporium.net
Jason Jaco
29 Woodpine Ct
Columbia, SC 29212
803-799-1865/texasstreet@hotmail.com
Josh Weston
6925 Tanner Hall Blvd.
Hanahan, SC 29410
734-709-9677/josh.a.weston@gmail.com
Jesse Barfield
2423 Stribling Circle, Lancaster, SC29720
803-287-0929/jesstersforge@gmail.com

Membership Application
___ New Member___ Renewal
Name: ______________________________________Address: __________________________

City: __________________ State: _____ Zip: _________Phone: _____________

email: __________________________________ Sponsor_______________________________
Dues are $15.00 per person/family, per year. Please remit to:

C. Ray Pearre, Jr.
4605 Durant Ave.
North Charleston, SC 29405

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND ASSMPUMPTION OF RISK
I acknowledge that blacksmithing and related activities are inherently dangerous and involve risks and dangers to participant s and spectators that may
result in serious injury or death. I have considered these risks and I knowingly assume them. I agree that I am responsible for my own safety during
Guild events, including wearing appropriate clothing and protective gear and remaining a safe distance from all dangerous activities. I agree to hold
Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild and guest demonstrators of our craft harmless from liability and expenses arising from of my actions and/or
omissions.

When was the last time you paid dues?
There is a note below your address on the last page of our newsletters. It will say something like…
“Dues Last Paid – 2018”or“Dues for 2019” are due” or “Dues paid 2019”
This note is updated for each newsletter. We appreciate your prompt payments.
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Come to Magnolia Gardens
April 6, 10 AM!
Bill Creek and Ray Pearre are our hosts. Bring a
side, drinks or dessert and something nice - maybe
something you have forged for iron in the hat. Josh
Weston—Forged in Fire Champion and once runner up, is going to demonstrate making a throwing
ax! That is an ax that is much like other axes, but
you throw it... Come and be amazed! It will be
something really exciting!! Okay, maybe pretty
exciting...
Sale of your blacksmith-made items to the public
or our other members is welcomed!

Happy ‘St Patrick’s Day
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