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Ellen Durkan at the class with Rick Thompson’s 3D 
printed anvil and stump sculpture 

 

Hello fellow smiths! 

It’s the first day of September as I am writing this, 
and I am really excited to see the weather and 
change of the season coming! Our last meeting was 
held at the historic Revolutionary War site in Cam-
den, and it was the best weather we’ve had in recent 
memory there! We had no deaths due to excessive 
sweat! The site has seen a lot of growth in the past 
several years. I for one am amazed at the new build-
ings that have been erected. It is well worth a trip to 
go and check it out, even if you do not have a fond-
ness for history as I do. 

Ray Pearre, our dedicated treasurer/secretary hosted 
the meeting, did a great job wrangling and getting us 
going. I was remiss in not thanking him for the hard 

work he put in hosting 
the meeting, , It’s get-
ting really hard to find 
enough chicken these days to feed all of us!) so I 
want to mention it here. You’re the man! Jack Hur-
ley did our demo along with help from Rick Thomp-
son. Their young apprentice, Cody Viola also 
pitched in here and there and operated the bellows as 
well.  Jack demoed a Rams Head on the end of a 
decorative handle that can be forge welded onto a 
tool with some traditional ornamental elements add-
ed. He finished the piece, and it was added to the 
iron-in -the-hat.  I must say he did an amazing job 
showing the process and techniques involved. Most 
of the things I make involve an animal head here and 
there, so I recognize the quality of work! Great Job 
all around.   

Our Iron in the hat brought in $935. It always im-
presses me how generous our membership is with its 
raffles. Two people -Thomas Bosse, Christopher 
Carroll, joined the Guild at the meeting, Stephen 
Orman joined by mail and old member Mike Rad-
cliffe returned!  Welcome! 

We had what I think is a record attendance of 74 
people including passers by that stopped to see what 
we were up to.  Jason, Pam and Tony also brought 
their projects from their class with Ellen Durken. I 
think we are going in the right direction with the 
classes being taught in the state. Finally, I’d like to 
say that this is your guild. If you’d like to see some-
thing or have an idea that might help the guild or its 
membership, please send me or any of the other 
board members an email or call them!  That’s all for 
now, 

Barry put the dates for the SBA Conference on page 
10.  Put them into you planner and plan to make the 
trek to Madison.  It is a great Conference and a great 
buy for what is offered.  The cancelled ABANA 
conference in Texas this year would have cost an 
ABANA member $265.  Madison costs you $60 for 
your family! 

Forge on! 

Jody 
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Item Donated By Won By 

3D printed anvil Rick Thompson Jake Jacobson 

4140 Hot Cut Todd Elder Rob Zoken 

 
Micarta Handle 
Scales 

Ben Secrist Meck Hartfield 

Sugar Skull Jody Durham Valerie Barrineau 

400 Blower Housing Rusty Osborne Joe Marsh 

Victor Torch Tips Micheal Merikan Bruce Hester 

2 Sheathed Knives Joe Holladay Paul Ingram 

John Tanner 

Cable Damascus 

Knife 

Mech Hartfield Rob Zoken 

Spring Jake Jacobsen Mark Ramey 

Peach Butter Jake Jacobsen Mech Hartfield 

Punch/Drift DVD Mark Ramey Jake Jacobsen 

Trigger Lock Mark Ramey Bob Kaltenbach 

Monkey Tool Set Heyward 

Haltiwanger 

Jake Jacobsen 

Bucket o’ Coal Paul Gazda Chuck Baldwin 

Damascus Bracelet Pat Walters Chuck Baldwin 

550 Cord/Z Pack Chance Sanders Chris Herron 

Ram’s Head demo  Jack Hurley Chris Herron 

Item Donated By Won By 

Peaches Charles Still Tony Etheridge 

Fredrick’s Cross Charles Still Barry Myers 

Steak Turner Tony Etheridge Paul Gazda 

Dogwood Stool Jo Marsh Russell Wilson 

Wood Mallet Jo Marsh Rob Zoken 

Leather Pouch Ken Cartwright Kevin Cook 

2x72 Belt Ken Cartwright John Tanner 

Oyster Knife Keith Gunter Russell Wilson 

Squirrel Cooker Keith Gunter Mark Ramey 

RR Spike Dagger Keith Gunter Mark Ramey 

Ellen Durkan Hook Jason Jaco Barry Myers 

Sawblade Thomas Bosse Keith Gunter 

Belt Hatchet Barry Myers John Tanner 

Spatula Dave Bush Valerie Barrineau 

Leaf Spring Dave Bush Chuck Baldwin 

Wrought iron stock Dave Bush Thomas Bosse 

Tea Towels Kevin/Susan Cook Rob Zoken 

Leaf Spring JD Norris Mark Ramey 

Steak Turner John Tanner Mike Ratcliff 

Candle Holders Gerald Alsbrook Jesse Barfield 

Iron in the Hat 

Jack Hurley, resident blacksmith at Historic Cam-

den with Chris Herron’s  ram’s head trophy!  Jack 

has worked in blacksmithing for a while.  He was 

on the Metals Museum Board of Directors in Mem-

phis for 13 years while a professor of history at the 

University of Memphis.  Demonstrated at the Jack-

hammer Forge four days a week at the Bradford 

Farm Bradford Farm near Charlotte. 

 

I saw a news story this week about a kid 

doing a lab experiment.  A bottle of alco-

hol spilled on his shirt and he was by a 

Bunsen burner.  It lit him up.  He was 

wearing a synthetic material shirt.  

Burned badly over his torso. 

Please never wear synthetics around 

the forge and back up any and all peo-

ple watching you forge  - especially if they 

are wearing synthetics. 

Barry 
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Photos from the Ellen Durken Class in July.  Photos supplied by Rusty Osborne. 
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Some of these words do not copy well.  If you can’t read them, go to our website to see the original. 
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I reviewed this book a couple of issues ago and sort of “short shrifted” 
it.  My write-up was woefully inadequate for as much as I thought of 
the work.  Bill Ganoe of the Arizona Artist Blacksmith Association did a 
much better job in the Anvil’s Horn.  The copy Artisan Ideas sent me is 
now in the library.  Barry 
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For Sale 

Fire Bricks – Brand New, Industrial Grade.  $1 ea.  Ed Sylvester 803.414.2487 

Beverly Shear blades sharpened , $50+$10 shipping. Send to Scott Kretschmer, 196 Mule Deer Drive, Loveland, 

Colorado 80537 Call 970 567 2609, email scott@kretschmershops.com.  

Anvils for power hammer build (1) Ea 285#, 6” round x 36”tall.  Reduced price: $100pic!!!  Pick up at JC 

Campbell Folk School or at Mike’s shop.  Mike Lamarre 706-374-2983 

Todd Elder is offering Beginning Blacksmithing and Knifemaking Classes.  Contact him at (864-978-7232) 

Guild Coal (in Sumter):  3 buckets, $30; 6 buckets or 30 gal barrel—$45.00; 11 buckets - 55 gal barrel - $ 60.00; 
15 buckets - 1/4 ton - $70.00; 30 buckets - 1/2 ton - $140.00; 60 buckets - 1 ton - $280.00.  Contact Walt Beard 
803-464-8483 in Sumter. 

Forkruck tine sections for striking anvils.  $30. Jody Durham, 864-985-3919 ironsmith@gmail.com  

Clay Spenser’s Tire Hammer Plans $30. clay@tirehammer.com or check/mo to 73 Penniston, AL 35670. 

Upcoming events: 

2022 SC State Fair.  October 14, 15 and 16.  No home game for USC.  John Tanner is the contact, 803-422-4714, 
blacksmith@comporium.net 
SBA Conference!!!  May 18,19, and 20.  Madison, Ga. 
Hammer-in at North Augusta:  January 21 at the Living History Park.  Bob Kaltehbach and Barry Myers will 
host.  Project will be a scrolled three legged trivet. 

South Carolina Knife Maker's Guild having a guild meet at Dan Eastland's, 213 D Riverside Ct, Greer.   Nov 
19th from 10:30 am till about 3-4pm.  Contact Ben Secrist at 843-457-2755  

Lyle Wynn’s "Tools to Make Tools" class, March 2023. . The class size will be limited to 10-12 participants. 
Cost: TBD .  Jason Jaco is the contact.  Jason will show the tools to be made at the October meeting.  These are 
hammer making tools.  This will be a 5-7 day class—Plan your vacation time now! 
 
2022 Meeting Schedule: 

December Meeting:  Ryan Calloway and Artistry, December 10, at 12 Andrews St., Greenville. 

mailto:scott@kretschmershops.com
tel:803-316-3707
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President: Jody Durham 

207 Ridgewood St, Easley, SC 29642 

864 985 3919/ironsmith@gmail.com 

Vice President: Todd Elder 

505 Old Orangeburg Rd., Lexington, SC 29073 

864-978-7232/elderusc13@gmail.com  

Secretary/Treasurer: Ray Pearre 

4605 Durant Ave., 

N. Charleston, SC29405 

843-860-0532/pearrecr@gmail.com 

Librarians: Tony and Pam Etheridge 

420 Prestige Ct, Orangeburg, SC 29115 

803-682-5529 

auntpam1957@gmail.com 

 Newsletter Editor: Barry Myers 

1847 Pisgah Rd, N. Augusta, SC29841 

803-640-5504/ blmyers647@gmail.com 

Board Members 

Rusty Osborne 

162 Ole Simpson Place 

Catawba, SC 29704 

803-374-7987 

rusty_osborne@yahoo.com 

TexasStreetWorks 

931 1/2 Texas Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

803-799-1865/texasstreetworks@gmail.com 

Ben Secrist 

PO Box 223 

Saint George, SC 29477 

843-457-2755/ben@fieryice.us 

Bob Stukes 

3125 Old Hwy 52, Moncks Corner, SC 29461 

843-708-3500/restukes@yahoo.com 

 

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild 
http://philipsimmonsartistblacksmithguild.com/ 

Membership Application 

___ New Member___ Renewal 

Name:  ______________________________________Address: __________________________ 

 

City: __________________ State: _____ Zip:  _________Phone: _____________  

 

email: __________________________________ Sponsor_______________________________ 

Dues are $15.00 per person/family, per year.  Make checks out to PSABG  Please remit to:  

 C. Ray Pearre, Jr., 4605 Durant Ave., North Charleston, SC 29405 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND ASSMPUMPTION OF RISK 

I acknowledge that blacksmithing and related activities are inherently dangerous and involve risks and dangers to participants and spectators that may 

result in serious injury or death.  I have considered these risks and I knowingly assume them.  I agree that I am responsible for my own safety during 

Guild events, including wearing appropriate clothing and protective gear and remaining a safe distance from all dangerous activities.  I agree to hold 

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild and guest demonstrators of our craft harmless from liability and expenses arising from of my actions and/or 

omissions.  

When was the last time you paid dues? 

There is a note below your address on the last page of our newsletters.  It will say something like… 

“"Dues Last Paid 2021, Dues for 2022 are Due, or Dues Paid for 2022" 

This note is updated for each newsletter.  We appreciate your prompt payments. 

tel:%28864%29%20978-7232
tel:843-860-0532
mailto:pearrecr@att.net
mailto:blmyers647@gmail.com
mailto:texasstreetworks@gmail.com
mailto:restukes@yahoo.com
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COME  to the Lexington County Museum 

231 Fox St., Lexington, SC 

October Meeting, 10/29 

Demo beginning at 10AM 

Backslapping and glad handing may start somewhat earlier 

Bring a side, dessert, or drinks and something that you might want for 

the iron-in-the-hat 

Heyward Haltiwanger and the Lexington County Museum will host  

 Barry Myers will demonstrate box jaw pliers and they aren’t easy so 

this may be a lot of laughs! 


