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Hello blacksmiths and 
friends!  

We are two for two as far as 
good weather in Camden is 
concerned. The humidity 
was really high and the 
temps were as well but that's 
South Carolina in August for 
you. Our Meeting was 
hosted by the Venerable 
Mr. Ray Pearre and chick-
en was had as well as all 

the goodies brought in by our membership.  

Rusty was our demonstrator this time with Jason 
Jaco manning the bellows and tending fire. I 
stayed away as sanity had crept in on me for a 
bit.   Rusty demonstrated forging a monkey tool 

as well as explained a 
bit on the ABANA 
Level 1 project the 
tool would be re-
quired to be used 
for.  All in all it was a 
great meeting. Rusty 
will be the show for 
the October meeting 
as well.  He is going 
to be demonstrating 
more tools for the 
Level 1 grill. 

Our Open 
Forge meetings 

are going well.  There were 11 smiths this 
past weekend at Curly Lawson and Pat 
Walters’ Rat Hole Forge. 

Iron in the hat got off to a bit of a rough 
start which is always entertaining. You 
guys are always generous with the dona-
tions and it is greatly appreciated.  We 
earned XXXXX amount from the ticket 
sales!  At one point I counted 70 or so par-

ticipants which is close 
to a record I think we 
set in Madison a few 
years back.  

After the meeting, the Board members sat for a 
chat on Guild business. We are currently in talks 
with filing for grants to fund projects we feel 
would benefit the Guild. The ideas are flowing 
and we are trying to make sure we don't cause any 
undue harm to what the Guild’s Charter members 
set out to do! If you as a member have any ideas 
for improvements—constructive ones,  that you 
think we could provide for the members please 
don't hesitate to send them to me. My email is on 
the back page so feel free to send them my way!   

The board has also taken on the task of reas-
sessing the Bylaws that govern us. Stay tuned for 
some future information as we look at what needs 
to be updated and detailed out in that document. 
In closing I'd like to Congratulate Owen Redisel 
on his recent award of a scholarship from the 
Guild for the new semester at the ACBA. I for 
one am looking forward to seeing what the future 
holds for him and his talent! I look forward to 
seeing him demonstrate what he will learn this 
semester at school. 

All the best  

Jody 
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Item Donated By Won By 

Pikaroon Todd Elder Chris Carroll 

Rose David Brooks Russell Wilson 

Knife Scales Ben Secrist Tony Etheridge 

Mild Steel Drops David Bush Ed Hammond 

Stainless Steel David Bush Tait Lawrence 

Ornamental Hanger David Bush Gerald Alsbrook 

Bottle Opener 1st J. D. Norris Gerald Alsbrook 

Herb Rack Fritz Koehler Bob Kaltenbach 

Flint Striker Barry Myers Ray Pearre 

Forge Welded Poker Jason Jaco Johnny Marks 

Wood Rasp w/handle Joe Holladay Colin Gosnerd 

Spring Larry Metcalf Mark Remy 

Dragon Bottle Opener Conal Smith Gerald Alsbrook 

Dogwood Mallet Jo Marsh Conal Smith 

Dogwood Mall Jo Marsh Jamie Herndon 

Walking Stick Jo Marsh John Tanner 

Non Maring Hammer Russell Wilson Colin Gosnerd 

15N20 /Rasps Ralph Kessler Mark Remy 

2 Hooks Ed Harman Ken Cartwright 

Item Donated By Won By 

Zebra Wood Blocks Tait Lawrence Chuck Baldwin 

American Blksing 

Book 

Tait Lawrence Jesse Barfield 

Copper Bracelet Tony Etheridge Jake Jakobson 

Copper Sculpture Ellen Yaghjian Ben Secrist 

Copper Vise Jaw Kit Chris Carroll Tait Lawrence 

5160 Steel Spatula Chris Carroll Ken Cartwright 

Cooking Utensil Set Keith Gunter Chris Carroll 

Goat’s Milk Soap Keith Gunter Val Barrineau 

File Ken Cartwright Rick Thompson 

Mini-railroad spikes Todd Matthews Colin Goderd 

Planer Knives Mark Ramey  Barry Myers 

4140 1/2” Rod Jody Durham Ed Harmond 

Magnolia Pattern Jake Jacobson Barry Myers 

Acanthus Leaves Jake Jacobson Jesse Barfield 

Wall Thingy Jamie Herndon Jesse Barfield 

Bushhog Blade John Tanner Tait Lawrence 

Harness Hook Jesse Barfield Val Barrineau 

Demo Piece Mould-

ing Tool 

Rusty & Jason Ellen Yoghjian 

2X60 Belts John Outlaw Jason Jaco 

Iron in the Hat 

Not seeing the type of infor-

mation you want to see?  Let 

me know.  Barry 

Dave Bush looking smithily 

Keith Gunter and Jo Marsh examining the wonder of fire! 
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Reprinted with permission from the Joe Humble News, newsletter of the  

Appalachian Area Chapter of Blacksmiths 

Ron is going to be teaching our class on the ABANA Level 1 curriculum in January! 
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I added this article as I often forget that we have a lot of beginners and less experienced smith in our 

Guild.  For this I apologize.  Back to this article.  The convenience bend is a very essential and important 

thing to use, especially when making a fork.  I used it in making a squirrel cooker this week. 

 It is so much easier to make a fork when you can make a 90 degree twist in the steel back from the tines 

and are able to work on the tine straight on the anvil, but we can let Garry Kalajian about it…. 

Barry 
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 Reprinted with permission from the newsletter of the New England Blacksmtihs 
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Reprinted with permission from e FORGE FIRE Ne wsletter of the Indiana Blacksmithing Association 



 9 

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild                                                                   September October 2023 

 Ed Sylvester 

Most if not all of us knew Ed as a blacksmith and a seller of bricks, but 

he had other interests. 

Did you know that Ed jumped out of airplanes and helicopters close to 

two thousands times.  He was a master rigger of parachutes and was 

qualified to pack the backup emergency chutes!  He was a licensed pilot 

of fixed wing aircraft, Viet Vet 1971 as an electrician.   

Ed was in the University of SC Journalism School and was drafted. .He 

was a member of the SC Military Club that met at the Little Pigs 

BBQ.  He knew Morse Code and was a ham radio operator.  He was an 

snake relocator who had snakes as pets.   He worked as an animal reha-

bilitator.  He kayaked and canoed, even on  the Chattooga River Deliv-

erance was filmed!  

His brother Joe once saw a ski rope floating in Lake Murray near the breast.  Ed used his scube skills to 

help recover the boat to which the rope was attached, and, they returned the boat to the rightful own-

er!  Speaking of boats, Ed once bought a boat just to paint it like the American Flag to participate in a 

boat parade at the Lake!   

He didn't have children of his own, but he was close to his niece, doting on her, acting as a second dad, 

taking her to entertainment including musicals like Cats! 

 

Doyle Roy Harper 

Doyle Harper was one of the Guild’s Charter Members.  He was one 

of our first demonstrators.  He forged a claw hammer that he donated.  

That auction was won by Bob Hill.—he still has it!  Doyle was a big 

reenactor.  He was a member of the 2nd South Carolina Regiment.  

He was a mainstay at Historic Camden until he turned it over to Bob 

Kaltenbach, Jo Marsh and Me!  He started my blacksmithing journey 

at Kings Mountain.  I thought I wanted to make the parts for a muz-

zleloading gun.  He told me I had to learn to blacksmith first.  He 

taught me to make hooks, how to talk at demonstrations.  And talk he 

could!  I don’t know how many times I have heard the story of the 

squirrel cooker... 

Doyle was an educated man.  He got his Msters in Organic Chemistry 

from Purdue.  If you haven’t taken Organic, you can’t imagine how impressive that is…  He also earned 

two MBA’s from Furman and Cllemson.  This was after he spent 8 years in the Army and achieved Cap-

tain status. 

He had a nice family.  His wife Kari and Doyle were married 65 years.  He had 3 daughters and a son.  

They shared stories of their life with him.  All of the reenactments, hauling firewood, and generally liv-

ing with someone like the rest of us! 

Doyle’s legacy of love and devotion to his family, and devotion to our craft will live on in the hearts and 

memories of all who had the privilege of knowing him.   Barry 
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For Sale 

Beverly Shear blades sharpened , $50+$10 shipping. Send to Scott Kretschmer, 196 Mule Deer Drive, 

Loveland, Colorado 80537 Call 970 567 2609, email scott@kretschmershops.com.  

Todd Elder is offering Beginning Blacksmithing and Knifemaking Classes.  Contact him at (864-978-7232) 

Guild Coal (in Sumter):  3 buckets, $30; 6 buckets or 30 gal barrel—$45.00; 11 buckets - 55 gal barrel - $ 60.00; 
15 buckets - 1/4 ton - $70.00; 30 buckets - 1/2 ton - $140.00; 60 buckets - 1 ton - $280.00.  Contact Walt Beard 
803-464-8483 in Sumter. 

Forkruck tine sections for striking anvils.  $30. Jody Durham, 864-985-3919 ironsmith@gmail.com  

Clay Spenser’s Tire Hammer Plans $30. clay@tirehammer.com or check/mo to 73 Penniston, AL 35670. 

Upcoming events: 

Meeting Schedule: 

SC State Fair:  10/12—10/22.  John Tanner contact—803-422-4714 

Open Forge: November 11-Forging hosted by David Bush in Little Mountain, SC. Contact 

Rusty Osborne, 803-374-7987  

Eddie Rainey Vise making class.  November 1-4.  Class is full, but tire kickers welcome.  At 

Jason Jaco’s forge at 931 1/2 Texas Street, Columbia.  Contact Barry Myers  803-640-5504 

Myrtle Beach Renaissance  Fair: November 11-12 and 18-19, Pat Walters 843-446-6676  

December Guild Meeting: 12/9 at the American College of the Building Arts. Contact Ray 

Pearre 843-860-0532  

February Guild Meeting, Conway at the JC Paul Living History Farm.  Date TBD 

 

Iimmy Stone passed away in July.  His work history was as diverse and multi-

faceted as he was. He served his country honorably in the Army, got out and 

went into management at an auto body shop, where his knack for problem-

solving and hands-on skills flourished. He retired from Nutech Auto Body, 

leaving behind a legacy of hard work and commitment. 

In addition to being one of our Guild’s long time members, he was an active 
member of his church, the American Legion, and Gideons International.  Jim-
my was also a gifted woodworker, a hobby that allowed him to express his 
creativity and leave behind tangible tokens of his love and skill. 

Chris Herron is a blacksmith because of Jimmy.  He mentored Chris who stat-

ed that Jimmy possessed all of the virtues of a humble blacksmith but none of the vices.  I’m not sure 

how you blacksmith without several vises. 

I last talked to Jimmy after he missed the October meeting last year.  He wanted to make the box joint 

pliers.  I sent him the directions I used and he made a pair.  He showed them off to Chris and I had to 

send Chris the plans! 

Jimmy Stone will be missed and remembered by all who knew him.  He was as creative as he was 

handy, and his warm, engaging personality made him a joy to be around. 

 

Jimmy Stone 

mailto:scott@kretschmershops.com
tel:803-316-3707
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President: Jody Durham 

207 Ridgewood St, Easley, SC 29642 

864 985 3919/ironsmith@gmail.com 

Vice President: Todd Elder 

505 Old Orangeburg Rd., Lexington, SC 29073 

864-978-7232/elderusc13@gmail.com  

Secretary/Treasurer: Ray Pearre 

4605 Durant Ave., 

N. Charleston, SC29405 

843-860-0532/pearrecr@gmail.com 

Librarians: Tony and Pam Etheridge 

420 Prestige Ct, Orangeburg, SC 29115 

803-682-5529 

auntpam1957@gmail.com 

 Newsletter Editor: Barry Myers 

1847 Pisgah Rd, N. Augusta, SC29841 

803-640-5504/ blmyers647@gmail.com 

Board Members 

Rusty Osborne 

162 Ole Simpson Place 

Catawba, SC 29704 

803-374-7987 rusty_osborne@yahoo.com 

Jason Jaco TexasStreetWorks 

931 1/2 Texas Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

803-799-1865/texasstreetworks@gmail.com 

Ben Secrist 

PO Box 223 

Saint George, SC 29477 

843-457-2755/ben@fieryice.us 

Bob Stukes 

3125 Old Hwy 52, Moncks Corner, SC 29461 

843-708-3500/restukes@yahoo.com 

 

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild 
http://philipsimmonsartistblacksmithguild.com/ 

Membership Application 

___ New Member___ Renewal 

Name:  ______________________________________Address: __________________________ 

 

City: __________________ State: _____ Zip:  _________Phone: _____________  

 

email: __________________________________ Sponsor_______________________________ 

Dues are $15.00 per person/family, per year.  Make checks out to PSABG  Please remit to:  

 C. Ray Pearre, Jr., 4605 Durant Ave., North Charleston, SC 29405 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND ASSMPUMPTION OF RISK 

I acknowledge that blacksmithing and related activities are inherently dangerous and involve risks and dangers to participants and spectators that may 

result in serious injury or death.  I have considered these risks and I knowingly assume them.  I agree that I am responsible for my own safety during 

Guild events, including wearing appropriate clothing and protective gear and remaining a safe distance from all dangerous activities.  I agree to hold 

Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild and guest demonstrators of our craft harmless from liability and expenses arising from of my actions and/or 

omissions.  

When was the last time you paid dues? 

There is a note below your address on the last page of our newsletters.  It will say something like… 

“"Dues Last Paid 2022, Dues for 2023 are Due, or Dues Paid for 2023" 

This note is usually updated for each newsletter.  We appreciate your prompt payments. 

tel:%28864%29%20978-7232
tel:843-860-0532
mailto:pearrecr@att.net
mailto:blmyers647@gmail.com
mailto:texasstreetworks@gmail.com
mailto:restukes@yahoo.com
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October Guild Meeting  

Lexington County Museum, 10/28 
Contact Heyward Haltiwanger 803-345-3474  

Demo beginning at 10AM 

Backslapping and glad handing will start somewhat earlier 

Bring a side, dessert, or drinks and forge something nice for the iron-in-the-

hat I might want to win! 

Rusty Osborne will again be doing the 

demo.  He is planning to demonstrate more of 

the Level 1 tooling and techniques! 

231 Fox St, Lexington, SC 29072  

378 

US1 


